

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: Gurtej S. Sandhu and Sujit Sharan 

Serial No.: 09/439,314 

Filed: November 12, 1999 

For: DEVICE FOR IN-SITU CLEANING OF AN 
INDUCTIVELY-COUPLED PLASMA CHAMBER (as 
amended) 



§ 

§ Group Art Unit: 1763 
§ 

§ Examiner: Parviz Hassanzadeh 

§ 
§ 

§ Atty. Docket: 95-0392.02 



RESPONSE TO THE NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY DATED NOVEMBER 12, 2003 



Mail Stop AF 

Commissioner for Patents . 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



Certificate of Mailing (37 C.F.R.§ 1.8) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage 
prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop AF, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450, on the date belov 



Date 




Signatitf 



Applicants herein respond to the Notice of Allowability dated November 12, 2003. First, 
Applicants note an error in the title as in appears in the Notice of Allowance. The final word in the 
title as printed in the Notice of Allowance is "CHAMBERS" when it should be -CHAMBER--. 
(See First Amendment transmitted 2/28/01.) 

Second, Applicants note that the Examiner's reasons for allowance do not exactly track 
the claim language. Applicants contend that the claims are allowable based on the limitations 
expressed therein. For example, prior art fails to anticipate or render obvious claim 41 's plasma 
processing system comprising a first chamber configured to generate a first plasma therein; and a 
second chamber coupled to the first chamber, wherein the second chamber is configured to 
initially generate a second plasma therein, further configured to lose an ability to generate that 
second plasma, and configured to receive the first plasma, wherein the first plasma is configured 
to restore that ability. Dependent claims 42-44 are allowable based on the limitations they 
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express as well as incorporate by reference. Similarly, Applicants contend that prior art fails to 
anticipate or render obvious claims 45-69 given their expressed/incorporated limitations. 
Accordingly, Applicants request that the Examiner acknowledge such reasons for allowability. 

Third, Applicants filed an Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) on November 12, 
1999, with the original application documents (including the IDS references) but cannot locate a 
copy of the 1449 form initialed by the Examiner. Applicants request that the Examiner send an 
initialed copy of that 1449 form to Applicants. Copies of the previously submitted IDS and 1449 
forms are attached to this Response. 

If there are any matters which may be resolved or clarified through a telephone interview, 
the Examiner is requested to contact Applicants' undersigned attorney at the number indicated. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: Ql \1 \ ^> 




Charles B. Brantley II 
Reg. No. 38,086 
Micron Technology, Inc. 
8000 S. Federal Way 
Boise, ID 83716-9632 
(208) 368-4557 

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANTS 
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Examiner. 
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§ 1.56(a) exists. 
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Davis et al. 
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Other References: 

"Advanced Plasma Sources: What's Working?," Semiconductor International pp. 56-58, 60, May 1994. 



Applicants understand that no fee or certification is required for the submission and consideration of 

this information at this time. 

If there are any matters which may be resolved or clarified through telephone interview, the Examiner is 

respectfully requested to contact Applicants' undersigned attorney at the number indicated. 

* * + * 

A Form PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Charles Brantley 
Reg. No. 38,086 
Micron Technology, Inc. 
8000 S. Federal Way 
Boise, ID 83716-9632 
(208) 368-4557 
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